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vill now Toe related) a light out of a Lotus pond (Ts'o padma-
3ian) and he was born in the body from out a lotus in his appa-
.itional person.
"It happened that in the western lands, in the realm called
: Lotus abode of bliss' (Padma-chan D&-wq-chan)j there reigned a
mighty monarch, a universal king (cJiakravartin raja), called ' the
Best" One' (Zang-po cWoft). He ruled over the four continents,
and all riches and power were his, but his consort was barren and
had borne him no son, though, this excepted, he enjoyed every
blessing given the righteous. Now there was a lake in that
country, called' the Lotus pond' (Ts?opa~m6), and when the lotuses
had bloomed on the lalas and it was time for the king to make
offerings to the Chief Rarity.(J&M-eft^A-) swift messengers were
sent to get flowers which they brought to the king, and he offered
them to the Kon-ch?ok. It happened one day that a messen -
ger, having come to get flowers, was filled with the greate st
amazement on seeing in the pond, on a lotus stem surroun ded
with spear-like tendrils and shield-like leaves a closed flower.
He went and told this to the king, who said: < It is certain that
there, is in that flower a miraculously born creature; I will go
myself to see this mueh-to-be-revered object.7 So, having called
to him his queen, his ministers, and his inner and outer- attend-
ants, with boats to go on the lake, chariots, all kinds of p resents,
banners, flags, etc., and to the sound of a great music singing
alcaru, dwrrika and every othev kind of sweet perfume, and many
garments of KasliiTta cotton, he came to the Lotus pond, and
having embarked on the pond in a boat he came to where as
the flower, which opened, and in it he saw a youth of sixteen
marked w-ith all the signs and characteristics of a Buddha. A
mighty glory came fr'om out his white body, and he was in the
full bloom of youth. He carried a sharp sword, and he was
gorgeous with all kinds of precious jewels. He was wrapped to,
his middle in silk, and a deerskin hung over his shoulders. From
out Ms mouth there came these words: ^ Love of all creation.7
" Then the king and all his attendants bowed down and wor-
shiped him, and the king, having presented him with a piece of
KasM cloth,1 requested him to ascend a chariot, and* all the offer-
ings having been made him, he went to the royal palace, where
he became an object of-worship. Having been born from out a
l We are reminded hera of the Tibetan custom of offering k*atag, so frequently
referred, to in the body of my narrative.